
   
 

   
 

 
 
 

Date: September 4, 2025 
To: ED Providers & Nurses , Pharmacy Staff 
From: Kandis Lunney, Pharmacy Clinical Practice Coordinator 
Regarding: Rabies Immunoglobulin Shortage Update 

 
Quick Details: 

 Rabies Immunoglobulin (RabIg) is in short supply provincially 
 WRHN has limited supply, but the supply is being closely monitored by Public Health 

and redistribution of supply will occur when necessary 
 Pharmacy is working closely with Public Health daily to update on supply levels and 

communicate when additional supply is required 
 Conservation strategies are still suggested, with more details below 
 Rabies vaccine supply is also impacted but there is less concern   

 
 
What’s Happening?  
 

We have been dealing with a provincial shortage of Rabies immunoglobulin and vaccine as a 
result of a massive administration required to a large number of patients. Since the initial 
report, Public Health has begun closely working with all local hospitals to closely monitor 
supply. Pharmacy is required to report supply levels to Public Health daily and will receive 
resupply if stock drops below a specific cut off.  
 
As a result of this additional information and stock monitoring, changes to the initial 
conservation recommendations have been made. The following should be considered: 

1. Treatment with RabIg is only indicated when direct contact has been confirmed. 
Please see attached information below from Ontario Ministry of Health for additional 
guidance (Management of Potential Rabies Exposures Guideline, 2020) 

 

 

https://files.ontario.ca/moh-guidelines-management-of-potential-rabies-exposures-guideline-en-2020.pdf


   
 

   
 

 

 
 

 
Reference: Management of Potential Rabies Exposures Guideline, 2020, page 7 
 

2. Dosing of RabIg is weight-based. The weight-based dose should be calculated along 
with the corresponding volume. Wait to draw up the dose volume until just prior to 
administration to avoid wastage if the decision to treat changes. Discard any 
remaining immunoglobulin in partly used vials. If multiple patients require treatment, 

https://files.ontario.ca/moh-guidelines-management-of-potential-rabies-exposures-guideline-en-2020.pdf


   
 

   
 

please calculate dose volumes for all patients to allow most diligent number of vials 
are used. 

3. Where a wound is seen, as much of the dose as possible should be infiltrated in the 
wound. The remainder of the dose should be administered IM at a site away from 
the vaccine site. 

4. Where no wound is seen but risk of exposure is still high, administer the whole dose 
IM at a site away from the vaccine site. 

 
Public Health may still send patients to the department for assessment. If unable to 
determine confidently that exposure risk is low per Ministry of Health guidelines, follow the 
above strategies.  
 
For additional dosing information, please see Management of Potential Rabies Exposures 
Guideline, 2020. 
 
Thank you.  
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